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Viewsk of the Youth

The seminar started with a declamation contest between the students of various grades. Dr.
Ghazala Irfan, Professor of Philosophy at Lahore University of Management Sciences and
Dr. Kaiser Bengali, Director Social Polrcy Development Centre (SPDC ) evaluated the

speeches of the youth . -

.. Tahmas Hussain "

Ve

Mr. Tahmas Hussain, a student of Haidery Public School, Rahwali, put a straight question to

the audience. He asked why everybody wanted to join army? He suggested that one of the .- -

reasons might 'be that it is corruption free, another being the possibility of martyrdom He
pra1sed Paklstan army for thur profess1onal1sm and bravery -

Kanwar Saj,jad-ur-Rehman

Another speaker from the same school, Kanwar Sajjad—ur _Rehman said - that youth is
fascinated by militarism due to anecdotes of heroic encounters of medieval Muslim' warriors.
"~ He lamented the fact that ‘the contemporary youth has found their heroes in actors and

~ cricketers instead of the-companions of the Holy Prophet. He ‘said that militarism has kept the
issue of Kashmir alive and earned freedom for. Cheehnya Therefor, he believed, militarism is

-

essential. : o . L S
Mufaz-e-Sahar‘ '

Ms. ‘Mufaz-e- Sahar, student of law at Punjab University said that the history of Pakistan is ‘
replete with autharitarian civil governments and direct military rule. She said that Pakistan
was declared the second most corrupt country of the world during our last civilian stint. She
said that the youth' supports military as the mllrtary has”wiped out the hooliganism of
- obscurantists which had persisted for decades. They have introduced merit based system -and
new SUbjCCtS like lnformatron Technology ‘

Ahmed FaSIh

. Mr Ahmed Fasrh a student of Enbhsh Literature at Government College, Lahore, said that.

the old values are dying and it is need of the hour to create new values based on rationality,

~ tolerance and respect for the human dignity.. He stressed on evolving a system based on

-~ democratic values. ‘According to him for movmk> ahead it was essentlal to respect the
' Judgement of people at all costs.

‘Judgement ‘ o ) | -
Mr. Ahmed Fasih was declared as best of the four by thejudges who said that they had
decided this on the basis of content, dclivery and the confidence of the students. While
"declaring the .result Dr.. Kaiser Ben;:all advised the youth that they must never accept

_anything unqualified. Mr. Bengali emphasized upon the courage to “ask why He criticized -

the attitude of the people to accept things unquestioningly and warvrng therr rights for
nothing.

g



Views of the Experts
Dr. l(aiser Bengali

- Dr. Kaiser Bengali appréciated the audience and said that there is a peculiar energy and ray of
hope in the hall. He attributed this to the presence of young people and congratulated Bargad
for this successful show. ' ,

7

What is Mlhtarlsm

Wh1le deﬁmng m111tar1sm Dr. Ka1ser Bengah said that it is'a way of thinking that flourishes
where tolerance, rules, supremacy of law and justice have no place. In a militaristic society

decisions are made on the basis of balance of power. This was order of the day in Pakistan™ ‘

- since long but now this attitude has taken roots in India as well. He said that now mcreasmg
number of cwlllans seem to be convinced that only 1 ar can resolve the d1sputes

“

” Rule'_of La'w _

Dr. Kaiser Bengali observed that unfortunately eur ruling elite do not recognize the fact that
the states develop en the basis of rule of law: He said that society: functions on the principle
of respect for other people’s rights. He said that civilized societies ensure rule of law because
_only rule of law can provide rights and justice to the people He said that in a lawless soc1ety
he could snatch the watch of a weaker person if he happened to like the watch. This will not .-
attract any objection. But such a society would be an animal kingdom instead of a human
_society. ‘He said that he has always opposed thé m1l1tary coup of 1999 as this decision was
"made on the basis of naked power and in violation of the law and the Constitution. He -
inquired that if a coterie of drug smugglers takes over the television station and announces
" thatithas $ 32 billion to retire the sovereign debt of Pakistan, w ould you support it? Of
course not, If we accept the fact that the government can be changed by force then we will
. have to condone the one who snatches the watch of a weaker person. He said that rule of law
is a must for a c1v1l1zed soc1ety Otherw1se fist ﬁghtmg will contmue on mmor acc1dents of
the vehicles. '

© Dr. Kaiser Bengah said that he felt embarrassed at the d1srespect shown by his generat1on :

towards the law of land. He said that if we ‘wanted a civilised society then we would have to -

respect rights of the people, tolerate difference of opinion and establish rule of law. He said
" that we would have to fight for protection of rule of law and supremacy of the constitution.
“Otherwise the mighty will prevail. Then they can call tHemselves Chief Executive, President
or whatever. He quoted the example of a Colonel of the Central African Republic who staged
coup against the government of his country and promoted hImself first as a General and then -
as President. Dr. Kaiser Bengah observed that such govemments lack moral leg1t1macy ’

~He sa1d that law is also 1mportant because of its 1nd1spensab111ty for administration of j )USthC
Judges decide cases on the basis of law. A landlord is inevitably much powerful than a poor
tenant but the tenarrt can get a fayourable decision from the court if rule of law preva1ls in the
country. R L . -



Economic Justice

He said that without economic justice there could be no legal justice. In the absence of
economic justice the rich can buy a judge and get whatever decision they want. After takmg
over the government in Pakistan illegally General Musharraf declared that he owned six
residential plots. Mr. Bengali quizzed wherefrom did the General get these plots? Whether -
everybody owns six plots? He critically examined the strange blased ‘mechanist of allotting

plots and lands to retired army men.

Excespts from Kaiser Bengali’s column
Dawn 10 August 2002

The last-de¢ade and a half has seen the
failure -of the five-point programme and of
the Social Action Programme. However,
the failure-to provide housing for the poor
spans the entire history of the country. Not
surprisingly, 38 per cent of the households
still live in one-room houses and 72 per

cent of houses do not have mdependent‘

toilet facilities. On the other hand, plots
have been allotted in official housing
schemes to upper-income civil. service
~officials at subsidized rates.

Military officers have benefited likewise

from plot allotments in cantonments and’

military lands at subsidized rates.
Residential areas developed by defence
housing authorities are epitomes of luxury
housing. Ironically, while it is. the poor
. who are in need of subsidigs, it is the rich
whom the sfate has endowed with
subsidized housing.

Unequal societies are unjust societies. And

unjust- societies lose their moral and
political _legitimacy. Attention to the
problem of income and regional inequality
is thus not only important. but also urgent.
While poverty , causes hardships and
deprivation for those caught in the poverty
web, inequality causes a sense of grievance
and injustice, promotes despondency and
anger, and generates social and political
instability and even violence. Terrorism is
a buzzword today, but those ‘who are

+ concerned about terrorism should pay close .

attention to the problem of inequality.

You cannot call yourself law-abiding citizen if
you have created laws of personal and individual
choice. He said that if he had gone and snatched
one million rupees from a bank, the newspapers
would have reported it as a robbery; but if he
were influential enough to manage to pass a law
that taking one million from a bank forcibly is not
an offence, then no court could try him for the

robbery. But this would not be in accordance with

the values of rule of law.

They must be based upon the principles law
making is not the name of passing ordinances:
rather they must be based upon principles of
justice, equity and fair play. Until .and unless
spirit of law is not 1mp1emented the purpose is
not served. .

He said that a society based on the principle of
‘might is right’ cannot be a viable society. He

“pointed dut that unemployment was on the rise.

due to the economic policies being pursued for
last 25 years. A factory cannot run in profit while

- spending most of its income on the pays of

guards. He said that most of Pakistan’s resources

are spent on pays and ., perks of the guards.

Nothing is invested on job creating projects.
Unemployment is forcing fresh graduates to opt
for robbery as profession. He said that one could

not appreciate the acts of a robber but we must

think as to who is the real culprit.

Dr. Kaiser Bengali asked the audience to imagine
the agony of a poor police constable watching a
rich person purchasing Barbie doll for his
daughter for 1500 rupees. What would that
policeman be thinking? Taking bribe is not the
preferred option for him. But he knows that he
cannot earn enough through legal means. He

“understands that it would not be possible even for his children and grand children to be
economically well off if they do not opt for illegal means. “If the policeman is not getting

3



justice himself”, asked Mr. Bengali, “how can he do justice with others?” Many policemen
have robbery as their part time profession. (Others practise it as a full time profession). The
policeman stops only the weak. He stops. and humlllates the motorblke rider but dares not.
check violatioris of Pajeroes. ’

Jihadi Culture

Dr. Béngali said that-the Jihad phenomenon started in 1977 He said that the tremendous

reservoir of energy in youth needs some proper outlet. He said that there are no forums like

students unions to channelise this energy. When young persons do not get jobs, they resort to

crime and terrorism. The Jihadi outfits provide weapons, money, identity, meaningfulness

. and sense of power to the existentially insecure youth. This culture of guns and mequallty has
mllltarlzed our minds. :

Male Feméle Interaction

"¢ Dr. Kaiser. Bengali recommended that the students unions must be revived so that positive -
energy of students could be channeled peacefully: The era of chaader and chaardevari
‘witnessed an effort to confine women to the four walls of house. This culminated in reduced
_opportunities for interaction between men and women. The occasfon of a boy and a girl
talking was felt odd and dlscouraged It is a fact that the God created men and women and '
created their relations. Men and women do many things jointly and there are numerous
patterns of personal and professmna] relations between the sexes for which they need to
interact with each other. But the Maulvi mentality promoted during last 25 years discourages -
~any contact between the sexes. This has created emotional violence. If young boys and girls
do not interact and learn how to respect each other then they can never do this in their later
lives.. :

He criticized the customs like Karo Kari, which institutionalize violence against women.. He
said that it is height of militancy that the decision of marriage is imposed on the girl: He said
_ that it is naive to expect people to remain civilized in their homes when we condone
unconstltutlonal and illegal acts of a general.

Revolt _

He advised the students to put up struggle for the supremacy of law, remain committed to the-
moral principles and revolt against outdated customs. He said that positive revolt is the
moving spirit of the history. He said that new inventions-and discoveries were revolits of their
own kind. If you do not find anything to stand test of logic then you have to question it.

Questions : ' s : S
Rebels of today may be role models of tomorrow. said Ejaz of Bargad who asked the students
to put up questions to Mr. Bengali on conclusion of his conversation. The questions were hot
and combative but Mr. Bengali kept his ceol and allowed everybody to ask whatever one
" wished. There were some very harsh questions but Mr. Bengali replled every one of them ina .
. matter of fact manner. -



_~ No rights under denibcracy

N

)

Ms. Rizwana, a student of Punjab University (PU) said that 11 years of demoeraey did not =
provide rights to the people~She said that General Pervez Musharraf at least declared his six

* plots. But the politicians hide their offshore accounts and assets within and out of the country.

Dr. Kaiser Bengali replied that if the role of military is copdemned that does not mean that
others are good. He said that the world is not divided into black and white. There were many |
evils during the 11 years of democracy; but these are to be corrected. That was not a perfect

-world but that was legal. It was'a bad democracy but stil] better than autocracy. He said that if

a child loses manners, you enter into dlalogue with him and advise him to be good in
manners. You do not push him out of the window. If democracy is weak, that does not
provide license to send representative government back home for good Rule of law must be .

~ mamtamed

A matter of principle

U . . .
He said that it is a matter of principle to oppose a military government. He said that if you -
condone violation of rules by thé establishment then you couldn’t stop lawlessness and
corruption of the petty officials. He said that laws are available to apprehend the corrupt.-He
said that media trials of politicians are going on for quite some time but nothing has been’
proved against any body. He said that Asif Ali Zardari is behind the bars since last six years
and Nawaz Sharif’s accountability czar had spent millions to collect evidence but nothing of
concrete came out of it. Not that I support Zardari. But the issue is-of rule of law. Law should
be equal for everybody and every accused must be considered as innocent unt11 proved :
0therw1se o ,

’

- Anything wrong with the people?
P ) . r

Mr. Haider, Ali, a student of Sociology at PU said that every institution is 'part of the society.

There is an attltudmal problem with this'nation. We have to brmg change in the prevailing -

social modes. He believed that. change at grassroots level is a must ‘and educational
institutions are the best forum to address the issue. Taking the crowd before him as a sample

" Dr. Kaiser Bengali said that he does not find any attitude problem with the audience. There

is a lot of energy in these people. In fact our ¢ivil society is maturer than the s'gate.= He said
that despite development of militant tendencies, violence in elections is much less in Pakistan

-as-compared to India. He referred to a recent incident in Karachi, where Sunnis. of the nearby - . .

. mosque volunteered to provide relief to the injured Shiites in violence. He said that people
‘ have no dispute between themselves It is army that creates enmities:

Army as a super state

P

Army has created an economy within Pakistan’s e‘codorhy. Their living places, hospitals and -

schools are separately located in highly 'subsidized posh cantonment localities. He said that
army. had been encroaching upon the civilian territory and this inequality was part of

- injustice. He cited the examples of contracts being awarded to m111tary organlsatlons like

- FWQ and NLC on exceptlonally high rates



R . ! . 1

’

Does Force ensure rights? - .

-

Mr. Nasir Mehmood, a student of Sociology at the PU, observed that force ensures basic ;
rlghts It does not, retorted Dr Kalser Bengali; it only ensures nghts for those who hold.

power.
Questions and Questions

At this point of t1me ljaz suggested that the students mrght ask questrons one after the other
and Dr. Bengah will reply them collectlvely

Ms Irum from Department of Phllosophy asked about the mode of revolt She 1nqu1red
- whether the young people should hold ralhes or ﬁnd some other way" S :

Mr Jamal Khan of Socmlogy Department said that Mr Bengah has defended a law wh1ch »

~ cannot defend 1tse1f

A student of Chemical Engineering said that every .now and then we hear "many high .
sounding lectures from various intellectuals but no body. gives his personal example. Another

student from the same department observed that the Pakistani society couldn’t absorb
) hberahsm - R . o ;

 Mr. Saqib Mubarik of Departmentfof Chemical Engineering said that the whole world
except Canada has been experiencing recession for a quarter century. To expect Pakistan to
grow in this international e nvironment is asking fer too much. Referring to Dr. Bengali’s
* objection to six plots of General Musharraf, he asked should he burn his car and plot if he
.owns them? He said that 1nequa11ty is naturak Itis everywhere I get monthly pay of Rs.
70,000 while the watchman gets 7000. I should shoot either the watchman or ‘myself. He said

that-his father familiarized him with method of bribing the policeman. Our senior generation - . (‘

~ has spoiled us. He said that the students unions have their own.credits and discredits. He said

‘that the Government College has been turned into a school by enforcing strict discipline. He =

suggested that the syllab1 must be updated n accordance thh the changmg t1mes

Ms. Asma from Department of Phrlosophy said that. everybody tries to justify his/her actions

-by putting across very crafty reasons. How can we differentiate between good and bad? She

1nqu1red

- Ms. Huma of Soc1ology Department said that the system must per1de fair opportumty to
poor but competent candidates to contest elections.

Ms. Naila of Soc1ology Department agreed W1th Dr. Kalser Bengah that law is important and

that-Musharraf usurped rights of people. Commentlng on the trend of tefrorism in Muslim

. societies she said that if you push somebody to the wall, (s)he will definitely resort to

violence. She said that the violence against Kashmiris, Palestinians and Chechens provides

' pretext to the extremists. -

Mr. Imran of Department of Chemlcal Engineering said that the poht1c1ans ruled in' the pre-
* Ayub era but they were big disappointment. They could not agree to a-constitution for 11

- long years. He further observed that to be agalnst Chader and Chardevari oné has to be:

against Islam itself.

' : -
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"Kaiser Bengali Responds 3
While replymg to the. questlons Dr. Kaiser Bengali said that these are fundamental questlons
He was happy that the students think seriously. . :

FWO - : | DT CT
Mr. Saqlb Mubarik of Department of Chemlcal Enomeermg had observed durmg his
question that FWO has constructed Gulberg Main Boulevard and Ferozepur Road, which are
the ‘best roads of Lahore. He said that FWO deserves to get further contracts on the basis of
their track record. Dr Kaiser Bengali replied that FWO is-being awarded contracts on
extremely favorable terms. If these terms are offered to other contractors, they can also
' \construct better roads

FWO’S Rates -

.

A Report in Daily Dawn dated 23 August 2002

PESHAWAR, Aug 22: The NWEP govcrnmcnt has canccllcd the m(morandum of
understandmg (MoU) signed with the Frontier Works Orgammuon (F'WO) for the |

construction of the multi-billion- Tupee Malakand-IIT hy del power pro]cct according to
official sources.

U

_The two sides had slgned the MoU in ]anuar\ last, according to w lnch army's subsidiaty
- organization, FWO, was to execute the civil works, of the multi-billion-rupee Malakand- 11
-hydel power project involving 81mw hydel power generation capqcm, ‘

The MoU, accordmg to sources, hds been cancelled after the two sides could not resolve |
the impending issue of rate submitted by the FWO for exccuting civil works.

Sources in the provincial g?)x.cmrnent said a decision to the effect of cancehng the MoU

" was taken by provincial cabinet in its meeting hcld on July 6 and was subsequently
conveved to the FWO recently.. The cabinet, the sources said, took the dec151ort after
ﬁndmg that the fates submitted by the f\\’O were hlgher

_ "Prownc:al government could not a‘fford the rates apparently for thelrﬂ
being almost double than the estimates it has calculated for the same
Job “the senlor government functlonanes of the NWFP go vernment Said.

. Inequality . . A

About inequality in pay structure he said that one needed not feel guilty for one’s prosperity.

- The point is that everybody must be paid appropriately. But we must feel the inequality in
somety and ponder- on the reasons behind it. If society promotes mequallty, for' instance
through the education ‘'system, " that must be.addressed. He quoted the example .of his
-, roommate in an American University who started his career as a carpenter and could afford to
“join the University for a Degree in Engineering. He advocated equal opportunity to-
~everybody, irrespective of gender and class, for vertical movement'up the social ladder.

¥
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